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History – EYFS 

Historical Skills 

What skills do we want our historians to have? 

How will these skills build on what went before and help prepare our children for what is 

coming next? 

Beginning to: 

• develop a chronological understanding (long ago and now). 

• understand that things change over time. 

• look at differences between objects from the past and now. 

• show an interest in the past. 

• use common words and phrases related to the passing of time. 

 

Substantive Knowledge 

Understanding the world 

All about me  

• ELG: Past and present   

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books 

read in class and storytelling; 

Essential knowledge 

• Able to talk about memories from their past, e.g. talking about things that have 

happened in their life.  

Key Vocabulary:

-yesterday 

-today  

-tomorrow 

-birthday 

-now  

-long ago

 


